
Peter Rowbotham 
Parish Clerk 

 

Brixworth Parish Council  
Thursday 31st October 2019  

Report of the Verification Officer 

I confirm the results of the first quarter internal audit of a mixed sample of transactions is as follows. 

In my opinion, the selection of transactions examined were properly recorded in all aspects subject to 
the minor comments and suggestions below. 

1.On occasions our groundsman has the need to make small purchases on an urgent basis. Recently 
this has included screws and paint. It has been the practice for him to spend the money without specific 
authorisation prior to purchase. He does supply all receipts after purchase.  
 
On the one hand it seems reasonable that our employee should be able to quickly obtain low value 
materials in order to carry out his duties without having to get an official order from the Clerk who may 
not be in the village or easily contactable at the time. However, the present arrangement seems to 
contradict the necessity contained in our Financial Regulations that all purchases should have an 
official Order from the Clerk before a purchase is made leaving us open to a possible breach of 
financial control. 

In the interests of efficiency, whilst being mindful of the need for financial control, I recommend the 
following. That the groundsman be authorised to make purchases in the pursuance of his duties up to 
the sum of £50. The Clerk will, as at present, scrutinise the receipts and approve the expenditure 
retrospectively. This will prevent the groundsman being obstructed in carrying out  his duties in a timely 
manner but will add a degree of financial control at present missing. If possible, I further recommend 
the card have a £50 spending limit placed on it. 

 2    I recommend that payments to the Brixworth Bulletin be authorised as a regular payment as a 
recurring  payment in line with policy. As an alternative the Media  and Communications committee 
could be tasked with authorising the payment, which a Committee is able to do. Both alternatives allow 
proper scrutiny of the expenditure. I would recommend the first alternative as in the past the Media and 
Communications Committee has been inquorate on several occasions, and thus in  that event 
would not be able to authorise incurring expense for a newsletter. 

Once again, my thanks to Peter for his time and his work in keeping the account records to a high 
standard. 

Councillor Ian Barratt 
29th August 2019  
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