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Northants CALC IAS 
 

Internal Audit Report 

(to be read in conjunction with the Annual Internal Audit Report in the 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return) 

 

Name of council: Brixworth Parish Council 

Name of Internal Auditor: Julia Tufnail Date of report: 20 May 2021 

Year ending: 31 March 2021 Date audit carried out: 20 May 2021 

 
 

Internal audit is the periodic independent review of a council’s internal controls resulting in an assurance 
report designed to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the activities and operating procedures under 
the council’s control.  Managing the council’s internal controls should be a day-to-day function of the council 
through its staff and management and not left for internal audit.  It would be incorrect to view internal audit 
as the detailed inspection of all records and transactions of a council in order to detect error or fraud.  This 
report is based on the evidence made available to me and consequently the report is limited to those 
matters set out below. 
 
The council is required to take appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and 
external audit and to respond to matters brought to its attention by internal and external audit. 
Failure to take appropriate action may lead to a qualified audit opinion. 
 
 

To the Chairman of the Council: 
 
I would like to thank your Clerk, Peter, for his time and assistance during this year’s audit which 
was conducted remotely using the NCALC checklist.  It is noted that the Council uses a receipts 
and payments basis for its accounts and does not use the General Power of Competence but 
that the Council’s power to act is clearly reiterated in both the minutes and payments.  I 
understand that the VAT reclaim is now imminent and that the previous year’s refunds are being 
paid. 
 
I am able to confirm that matters appear to be in good order, ready for your new Clerk. 
 
However, I would make the following comments:- 
 
 
I am concerned about the capacity of the council to run the 3 projects in house.  To mitigate this 
I would suggest that the salaries are outsourced to a payroll provider which would free up some 
time for the Clerk as well as mitigating any perceived risks involved with in-house payroll.   
 
I would also suggest that the council’s internet banking arrangements are amended so that there 
is a three-pronged authorisation system in place.  The Clerk, as administrator, only being able to 
put payments onto the bank and the two signatories only being able to authorise payments via 
the internet, separately.   Thus mitigating any perceived risks involved. 
 
Yours sincerely 

Julia Tufnail 
NCALC Internal Auditor 
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The figures submitted in the Annual Governance and Accountability Return are: 
 

 
Year ending 
31 March 2020 

Year ending 
31 March 2021 

1. Balances brought forward 170965 195684 

2. Annual precept 163620 166449 

3. Total other receipts 19187 21844 

4. Staff costs 69357 66630 

5. Loan interest/capital repayments 0 0 

6. Total other payments 88731 61154 

7. Balances carried forward 195684 256193 

8. Total cash and investments 195684 256193 

9. Total fixed assets and long-term assets 331107 327226 

10. Total borrowings 0 0 

 
 
 
The proper practices referred to in Accounts and Audit Regulations are set out in Governance 
and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England (2020).  It is a guide to the accounting 
practices to be followed by local councils and it sets out the appropriate standard of financial 
reporting to be followed.  A copy of the guide is available for free download from: 
 
https://www.northantscalc.com/uploads/practitioners-guide-2020-2.pdf 
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