
It’s been an interesting first year as Chairman of Brixworth PC and I’m sure that my Vice-Chairman, 

Jackie, would agree that with three different clerks, two different assistants and three new 

councillors it has been interesting but I think we’ve now got a team in place that will raise the 

council to new heights.  

I think that January and February 2022 will be forever seared into our particular memories – a 

Council and a village of this size with projects alongside ever-closer deadlines and no Clerk made for 

a very eventful month or so.  Indeed on top of staff changes, we’ve had to get through Covid and 

carry on business through virtual meetings which, I think, has been insightful because it has shown 

us that, within law, we can conduct our business more efficiently through a hybrid of face-to-face 

and virtual meetings. 

Despite these challenges Brixworth Councillors have created a more vibrant and forward-thinking 

Council and have devised new working groups and representatives or, indeed, champions: the 

Climate Action WG, and Christine as the Climate Change Champion, has started some great work to 

create a greener village which I hope other councils will replicate and I’m sure that we all look 

forward to seeing the Green Plan come to fruition, but this year has been particularly special with 

the planting of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee tree, and the seven new trees in the new St David’s Play 

Area – each representing the seven decades that the Queen has reigned. And let’s not forget the 

cherry trees donated to the parish as part of the Sakura Cherry Tree Project representing friendship 

and co-operation, something that I hope that us as Councillors and Brixworth residents will forge 

together.   

The Assets WG and Tony in particular has been a godsend – the Council is very lucky to have such an 

expert amongst it and I’m sure that Tony is enjoying every moment of putting things in nice neat 

bundles with a red ribbon!   

Of course the two s106 working groups created to enhance and provide sports within Brixworth is 

finally getting to see the results of their hard work.  The upper hall of the library has been upgraded 

and the new MUGA, having recently gained planning permission, will hopefully be completed by 

September of this year.  I don’t think anyone has failed to notice the brand new play area of St 

David’s which I understand has been to be an enormous success and, perhaps, buoyed by this 

achievement the Council may look to enhance other areas of Brixworth for the benefit of its 

residents. 

Another area that stands out is Planning and again the Council and Brixworth residents are blessed 

with professionals on this Committee.  I’m not sure that many parish councils can say that they have 

two architects as Chairman and Vice-Chairman on their planning committee!  I stand by the 

decisions made by the committee because it reflects the wishes of the residents which have been 

encased in the Neighbourhood Plan – a shared vision of how we want to shape our community – 

again I have to thank the 15 volunteers who gave up enormous amounts of time to create our Plan, 

other parish councils have not been so fortuitous, therefore I would ask Mike Parsons and Frank 

Allen to pass on our gratitude to everyone that was involved in that group.   

An extension to Planning are our two resident District Councillors Kevin Parker and Jonathan Harris, 

both of whom tirelessly for the village, both of whom are committed to this Parish Council and 

undoubtedly others. 

The Council and maybe even this village could not function without its staff and its Councillors, so I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank both Gavin and Ruth for joining us and whipping us into 

shape; without question I must mention our ground staff Marc, Donald and Amanda who work 



diligently behind the scenes and have a combined 60 plus years dedicated to Brixworth Parish 

Council.   

And of course this Parish would not be the pleasant place that people aspire to live in if it weren’t for 

the volunteers that make up Brixworth Parish Council.  We all give up our time for free because we 

all want to make Brixworth a better place to live.  I wrote in the Bulletin a year ago that I was proud 

of every single one of the Councillors who sit here, every single one of you bring your expertise, your 

opinion and most importantly your valuable time so that residents, the majority of whom we do not 

personally know, enjoy living in Brixworth.  Each and every one of you have taken on a responsibility 

from Assets to Verification Officer in a selfless manner and I will repeat, and again I speak on behalf 

of my Vice-Chairman Jackie, that I am proud to have been Chairman, of Brixworth Parish Council. 

 


