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Northants CALC IAS 
 

Internal Audit Report 

(to be read in conjunction with the Annual Internal Audit Report in the 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return) 

 
 

Name of council: Brixworth Parish Council 

Name of Internal 
Auditor: 

J Hodgson Date of report: 15/06/2022 

Year ending: 31 March 2022 Date audit carried out: 15/06/2022 

 
 

Internal audit is the periodic independent review of a council’s internal controls resulting in an 
assurance report designed to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the activities and operating 
procedures under the council’s control.  Managing the council’s internal controls should be a day-to-
day function of the council through its staff and management and not left for internal audit.  It would be 
incorrect to view internal audit as the detailed inspection of all records and transactions of a council in 
order to detect error or fraud.  This report is based on the evidence made available to me and 
consequently the report is limited to those matters set out below. 
 
The council is required to take appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal 
and external audit and to respond to matters brought to its attention by internal and external 
audit. Failure to take appropriate action may lead to a qualified audit opinion. 
 
 

To the Chairman of the Council: 
 
This audit has been undertaken ‘remotely’. I have utilised the Council’s website to view 
necessary information as well as posed questions to the Clerk via email and requested further 
documents to be emailed to me. Finally a meeting was held on the web platform Zoom. 
 
I note that the Council has had three clerks during the audit year. I am required to audit the 
practices of the Council and examine the evidence available. I am required to look for evidence 
that proper processes have been followed and the Minutes should be my key source of 
evidence together with the website and I am looking at action within the year of audit, not 
action that has taken place after the financial year end but relates to the year in question. 
 
I have found it necessary to mark box C as negative as the only risk assessments available to 
me were dated 2019. In addition the Council was not fulfilling it’s internal control 
responsibilities as identified by the Clerk. I understand work is now taking place to establish a 
new system for both areas.  
 
I have found it necessary to mark box N as negative as the notice of conclusion of audit was 
not on the website  at the time I made my inspection.  
 
I am aware that the Council has contracted additional support to review financial and 
governance matters with fresh template documents being offered to the Council for 
consideration. This should lead to the Council being on a firmer footing in the future. 
 
It was reassuring that the issues I was raising, Ruth was already aware of, indicating that she 
has a good grasp of the situation. 
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I would like to thank Ruth for her assistance during the audit process.  
 
Having tested all of the objective of internal control as set out in Internal Audit section of the 
AGAR, through the examination of the evidence and discussions with Ruth I have signed off 
the AGAR as required. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

J Hodgson 
 
Ms Jenny Hodgson 
Internal Auditor to the Council 
jennyhodgson@msn.com 
01933 461868 
 
 

The figures submitted in the Annual Governance and Accountability Return are: 
 

 
Year ending 

31 March 2021 
Year ending 

31 March 2022 

1. Balances brought forward 195684 256193 

2. Annual precept 166449 166460 

3. Total other receipts 21844 284311 

4. Staff costs 66630 73841 

5. Loan interest/capital repayments 0 0 

6. Total other payments 61154 222747 

7. Balances carried forward 256193 410376 

8. Total cash and investments 195684 410376 

9. Total fixed assets and long-term assets 327226 339372 

10. Total borrowings 0 0 

 
 
 
The proper practices referred to in Accounts and Audit Regulations are set out in 
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England (2020).  It is a guide to the 
accounting practices to be followed by local councils and it sets out the appropriate standard 
of financial reporting to be followed.  A copy of the guide is available for free download from: 
 
https://www.northantscalc.com/uploads/practitioners-guide-2020-2.pdf 
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