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Brixworth Strategic Planning Working Group 

 
Terms of Reference 

 
Purpose: 
To monitor changes in national and local planning policy and future development 
proposals and assess their impact in relation to the Brixworth Neighbourhood Plan, on the 
surrounding landscape, the sustainability and community of Brixworth. 
 

 
Background 
The Brixworth Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (BNPSG) was set up on April 19, 2013 
and updated in August 2016 to prepare a Neighbourhood Development Plan for the parish 
of Brixworth. The steering group worked closely with the officers at Daventry District 
Council (now West Northamptonshire Council, Daventry Area) so that the Brixworth 
Neighbourhood Plan and the emerging Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (SCLP) 
would be as aligned as possible. The Brixworth NP was “Made” in December 2016 but the 
steering group remained cohesive and monitored the actual alignment of the NP with the 
SCLP which required agreement between the PC and DDC on a number of minor changes 
included in the March 2021 Revision of the NP. That now has been accomplished and the 
revised NP is now published on the (West Northamptonshire Council, Daventry Area) 
website. Therefore the steering group has completed its task and the mandate fulfilled. 
 

The steering group as part of its operations commented in the past on a number of 
strategic assessments published by West Northants Joint Planning Unit as well as the 
recent White Paper on future planning for the wider area.  
 

Since the completion of the Neighbourhood Development Plan, the working group has 
remained  engaged to assess planning future trends against possible impact of 
development within or around the Brixworth area, on the issues that are important to the 
community. That includes but is not limited to, infrastructure, surrounding landscape, 
transport, design, or whatever else the PC believes becomes important. 
 
 
Composition: 
Some, but not more than 5 Parish and District Councillors, in a group envisaged to be a 
maximum of 15, allowing those interested to participate in part if they so wish. Other 
members from various areas of the community will be invited to join the Group or attend 
specific meetings or workshops as required.  
 
 
Quorum and Meetings: 
It is intended that this advisory group should meet as and when required, usually when an 
important possible change that may affect Brixworth or the surrounding area arises.  
Meetings may be frequent or not, but at least one per year is envisaged and may be held 
in person or online via video conferencing. 
After each meeting a brief report will be made available to the Parish Council through the 
Planning Committee, which may simply report an observation, recommend a course of 
action, identify possible financial implications or request a direction from the Parish 
Council.  
 

Meetings will be closed with a minimum quorum of five and chaired by a member chosen 
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by the Group. 
 
 
Responsibilities: 
1. Referring to the core principles of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 

West Northants Joint Core Strategy (JCS) and SCLP and to assess future policies on 
how they may affect the Brixworth NP, the sustainability of the village and the Brixworth 
community. 

2. Protecting Brixworth’s village character and its natural and historic setting in the 
surrounding landscape from harmful development. 

3. Ensuring sustainability of the infrastructure of the village in the interests of all its 
residents. 

4. Including and building on the precepts set out in the Brixworth Village Design Statement 
(2004) and in the Brixworth Neighbourhood Plan made in 2016 and subsequently 
revised in 2021. 

5. Protecting the environment of the village and guide its future development so as to 
safeguard its ecological, social and economic sustainability. 

6. Work in conjunction with West Northants Council to facilitate and assist in the creation 
and completion of a new Housing Needs Survey. 
 

Essential Principles: 
 
1. Managing development consistent with infrastructure. 
2. Identifying and protecting green and open spaces, landscape and character identified in 

the NP.  
3. Defending and protecting heritage assets and the Conservation Area. 
 
 
Notes: 
 
The Chairman and the Parish Clerk will set the agenda for all meetings.  
 
Minutes must be taken of all FULL meetings by the Group Secretary and copied into the 
Parish Clerk to comply with audit regulations. 
 
All meetings will be closed to the public. 
 
Meetings can be held in-person or via MS Teams, with all FULL meeting invites being 
issued by the Parish Clerk. 
 
The Strategic Planning Working Group reports directly to the Planning Committee and 
subsequently Full Council. 
 
All recommendations are to be reviewed and approved by the Planning Committee, and 
where necessary, significant decisions made by Full Council only, at its next available 
meeting.  
 
The Parish Clerk must be copied in on all important communications/correspondence 
between West Northants Council and the Group. 
 
The Strategic Planning Working Group is ‘advisory’ only and has no authority to 
make decisions or to incur expenditure on behalf of the Parish Council without prior 
approval.  
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Adopted:   31st August 2023 (Min. Ref. 23/6308) 
 
Review:     August 2024 
 
 


